G eta Thunberg and the Seagul |

By Max W ki nson

CHARACTERS

NADI A - An NHS councill or,
forties, British-Asian. She
likes to keep positive and
make a few jokes. Slight
cockney accent.

MALIK - A man in his early
thirties, British-any
ethnicity. Intelligent,
sensitive, a lot nore serious.
Lower - m ddl e cl ass.



GRETA THUNBERG AND THE SEAGULL

MALI K tal ks to NADIA, his NHS councillor via a
video call. The connection is weak.

MALIK is in his early thirties, British-any
ethnicity. Intelligent, sensitive. Lower-mddle
cl ass.

NADI A is older, British-Asian. She stares at him
dunbf ounded as to what he is saying. She has a
slight cockney accent.

MALI K
So I'’min Brighton. On the beach. And it’s sunny. And
there’s people swinmng in the sea. And sitting on the
beach. But when | look closely. | realise all these
peopl e are dead. And the sun’s gone green.

NADI A

(shocked)...Wen did this happen?
MALI K

.No... it was a dream

NADI A

Oh right, sure.
MALI K

| ve been tal king about it for ages.
NADI A

Yeah, sorry, just your connection is very bad. You | ook
a bit like vomt.

MALI K
Ch.

NADI A
You' re not stream ng anything are you? Netflix, pig
vi deos, that annoying clip of celebrities singing
i magi ne?

MALI K
No.

NADI A
O downl oadi ng anything...sensitive?

MALI K
Er...-



NADI A
Seens to be a bit better, go on.

MALI K
...S0. I'msitting on the beach. Everyone’'s dead, from
the poison in the air, but | don't care, cos | got this
bi g bag of chi ps.

NADI A
Sur e.

MALI K
And this seagull flies down from nowhere and tries to
eat ny chips. But it’s got the head of G eta Thunberg!

NADI A
(di sbel i ef) Vhat ?!

MALI K
In the drean

NADI A
Sure, sorry!

MALI K
And-

NADI A
You’ ve gone agai n

MALI K
Fuck sake!

NADI A
Mal i k, you have to understand, our nental health system
is overloaded at that m nute because of COVID 19

MAL| K
O course.

NADI A
Lot of desperate people out there, (under her breath:)
people with real problens.

MALI K
Sorry?

NADI A
Pl ease carry on

MALI K
(Quickly) So, the seagull cones down, it’s got the head
of Greta Thunberg and it wants mny chi ps.



NADI A
Ri ght.

MALI K
(Slower) And...Geta starts crying, cos she s starving.
But I still won’t give her ny chips. And | | ook around.
And | realise, the sea s boiling!

NADI A
Sure.

MALI K
And Brighton’s on fire. And |I’ve got this feeling that
| could save the Greta gull, and stop the fire, and
revive all the dead people, but | don’t. | just eat ny
chi ps!

NADI A

Mal i k, | think what's happening here is, your
dream is about sonething el se.

MALI K
... Sure.

NADI A
| don’t think it’s literally about chips. | think it
represents. Another thing.

NADI A | ooks through her notes, desperate for a
reason.

MALI K
Yes, yeah Coronal

NADI A clicks her finger: she's cracked it.

NADI A
O...like Erectile Dysfunction.
MALI K
...Sorry?
NADI A
| think this is all wapped up with your Erectile
Dysfunti on.
MALI K
.1 haven’t got...that.
NADI A

It’s what |’ ve got.



MALI K
Well it’s wong.

NADI A
So why have | got Erectile Dysfunction witten down,
with a big ring around it.

MALI K
| don’t know
NADI A
Are you sure you don’t have it?
MALI K
Yes, pretty sure.
NADI A
Right, sorry. | nust have just...assuned. Go on.
MALI K si ghes.
MALI K
| think the dreanis about -
NADI A
And you’ re gone.
MALI K
Jesus.
NADI A
You' re not Facetimng your numat the sane tine are
you?
MALI K
No.
NADI A

Must be us. So many desperate people right now, wanting
a shoulder to cry on. People really on the brink.
Everyone’s trapped. Sone don’t want to carry on |iving.

MALI K
Sur e.

NADI A
Tell nme about G eta and the pidgeon.

MALI K
Seaqgul I .



NADI A
What do you think it’s about?
MALI K
VWll, you know. Corona.
NADI A doesn’t understand his dreamat all and
becones increasingly worried. As he speaks she
| ooks around desperately. MALIK speaks quickly.
NADI A
Qovi ousl y.
MALI K

Everyone’s dying around ne, and |’ m being selfish, by
i gnoring social distancing and eating chips on the
beach.

NADI A
... Sure.

MALI K
And the sea’s boiling, that’s climte change. And the
chips. That’s gl obal capitalism right?

NADI A
O course.
NADI A, not understandi ng anyt hi ng, | ooks nervously
around, looking for a way out. Finally, she clicks
her screen off. Her screen goes bl ack.
MALI K

And I'’mcivilisation, just gobbling up the chips- and
you' ve gone.

Beat. MALI K | ooks at the bl ack screen

NADI A
Sorry?
MALI K
(l ouder) Your canera’s gone.
NADI A
Oh no! This always happens. Sorry, | can still hear you
t hough.
MALI K
So...um..anyway. | think it’s the fear about...when

this is all over, do we just carry on? Burning the
pl anet, eating the chi ps-



NADI A's canmera goes back on

NADI A is preparing a Ploughman’s |unch on a plate:
a sandw ch, crips. She doesn’t notice MALIK and

t he canera

Beat .
MALI K
What are you doing!?
NADI A
...Um Listening?
MALI K
You' re assenbling a Pl oughman’ s!
NADI A
... What ?
MALI K
Your canera’'s not broken. You swtched it off. Didn't
you.
MALI K stands up to termnate the call
NADI A
Um
MALI K
This is a jokel
NADI A
Mal ik, it’s not my fault if the technology is useless-
MALI K
No, you' re useless! It’s you. |’'ve been seeing you for
weeks. | don’t feel better. | feel worse.
NADI A
Mal i k-
MALI K
You don’t listen, you don't get it. You accuse ne of
i mpotency. | feel you' re taking the piss, or you' re an
i diot.
NADI A
| try to keep it light.
MALI K

How did you even get this job?



NADI A
|...sort of fell into it.
MALI K
Fell intoit? It’s not a job at Budgeons.
NADI A
|’ma volunteer, ok. | do this for free.
Beat .

They needed people with... people skills.

MALI K
You haven’'t got any.

NADI A
| care, M Lines. Malik, | care about everyone | see.
And maybe, maybe I'’m not... perfect.

Mal i k scoffs. NADIA starts to well up
But | try, I try to be there. On the end of the line.
For you. Because that’s better than nothing. And yeah,
| mght try and keep it a bit |ight.

Do you know what it’s like, listening to people in tiny
roons? Their lives , disintegrating? Do you know what
that sounds |ike? Every ten mnutes? Every day?

MALI K
Look-
MALI K
Trying to sneak in a sandwi ch when | can
MALI K
| " mjust saying-
NADI A
You're saying |’mcrap, yeah | get it. Yes, | amcrap.
But I'’mall you ve got. And who have | got?
MALI K
NADI A

VWhat do you think | see when | close ny eyes? What do
you think I dream of f?

Pause. NADI A wi pes her eyes and MALIK sits up,
ashaned. NADI A becones very professional



MALI K
... Look.
NADI A
| have anot her patient, M Lines-
MALI K
Look, I'"'msorry, Ck? | didn’t...think about you. In al
of this. I mean | can’t blane you for the crap
connecti on can you.
NADI A
... Actually, you can, |’ve been stream ng cat videos
this whole tine, sorry.
MALI K
(smles) Eat your sandwi ch. Tell me about your dream
NADI A
My dreanf
MALI K
Go on.
NADI A t akes her sandw ch and begins to eat it.
MALI K |i stens. As NADI A speaks, the nusic and
i mge fades.
NADI A

So, I'"'min a bath, but the bath is full of dogs, and
t he dogs are singing!

MALI K
.
NADI A
And |1’ve got the legs of Natalie Portman! But the hands
of a chi np.
MALI K
Sure. ..

Fade out as NADI A keeps on tal king and eating her
sandwi ch.
End.



